
Mathew 18:21-35 

A devotion by Rev. Lisa 

 

In this mornings reading were invited to ponder upon the idea of forgiveness, as Peter asks Jesus the 

question that many of us at one time or another long to ask. How many times must I forgive someone 

who has done me wrong? One time, two times, maybe seven times, this is an important turning point in 

the life of our church and our world. For the old teachings of the world were an eye for an eye, and 

there were detailed laws written down about how one person was able to claim justices for a wound, 

either by demanding money or a literal eye. This was done to keep the peace, rather then just for bloody 

revenge, although at times this also tended to happen from time to time.  

 

However, Jesus wanted to open our eyes to a different way of seeing the world, to break the cycle of an 

eye for an eye, or else the world would end up blind. So rather then giving a set number about the times 

you should forgive someone, he gives Peter a number that he is beyond able to count to, to illustrate 

that one should always be willing to offer forgiveness. For just as we and Peter have been forgiven by 

our God for the countless times we have sinned against the Lord, we are then called to share this same 

countless forgiveness to those who have wounded us. So that we can do our part to help break the cycle 

of an eye for an eye, for as wonderful as it feel for us to be able to hear the good news that our sins 

have been forgiven. It is also good for our soul for us to be able to let go of those who have sin against 

us. Because we have been created to celebrate and enjoy our Lord and the world that he created and 

called good, but when we hold on to past transgressions, this joy becomes stifled. When we refuse to 

forgive, we build up walls against the world to protect ourselves, and we miss out on the good that our 

God want to bring our way.    

 

This mornings message not only reminds us of the good news that our sins, our mistakes have been 

forgiven, but it also opens our eyes to a new way of living one that is not held captive to the mistakes of 

others. Now this does not mean that we are to turn a blind eye to what has happened and act as if we 

were never hurt, for this is not what Jesus is talking about. For Christ in all of ministry never belittles 

someone who is in pain, instead he hears their stories and then offers them the healing they need. And 

we as his church are called to do the same, to address the wrongs in our community, to seek to help 

people be healed, and then to show them the way to be free from there anger, while still acknowledging 

their wounds, because their pain does matter, but we also don’t want them to feel as if they are being 

held captive by what happened in the past. This is what forgiveness is about it means realising, it means 

letting go of the other, letting go of the anger, the need for vengeance. Letting go of the hatred so that 

something new and wonderful has room to grow in our own hearts. This is not something that is easy to 

do, and it is something that many of us often struggle with, which is why Jesus give us this mornings 

reading. To remind us that because each and everyone of us has already been forgiven, we in turn have 

been given the power to forgive others, for with Jesus help the impossible become possible, and we as 

the family of God are able to teach the world a different way to live that does not involve and eye for an 

eye. 

Thank be to God amen   

 

 

 



Genesis 50:15-21 

A devotion by Rev. Lisa 

 

In this mornings were invited to remember the ending of the story of Joseph, one of the twelve children 

of Jacob also know as Israel, before we dive into this part of the text it is important to understand how 

this biblical story is important to our faith life, and the faith life of our Jewish brothers and sisters. As 

this story is part of their creation story. For the twelve tribe of Israel were named after the twelve sons 

of Jacob, and so this story is central to our faith story, and it is fitting that this is a story that speaks 

about forgiveness. Many of you may know this story from your days in Sunday School, or from the 

musical Joseph and the technicolor dream coat. But in case you need a quick reminder about what 

happens before this text, Joseph was one of the youngest of the twelve, and he was the son of Jacobs 

favorite wife, so his father gave a him a wonderful coat, to show how much he loved his son. Joseph had 

also been blessed by being able to understand dreams and knew that somehow, he would rise to a great 

power. His brothers did not like this idea, and so they decided to sell him into slavery and tell his father 

that he had passed. After many years of sorrow Joseph was taken to the Pharaoh and was able to 

interpret his dreams as a warning about a famine that would strike the land. As a reward Joseph was 

raised up high to serve the Pharaoh, and his brothers come to Egypt to find food and instead find their 

missing brother.  

 

This is where this mornings scripture starts up, with the brothers standing before Joseph and asking for 

his forgiveness, and before we move on with the story I invite you think about what would you have 

done if you were Joseph shoe’s? Would you have been able to forgive your brothers for all that you have 

been threw, remember it was several years in slaver and prison before Joseph was set free and raised to 

such a high position.  Would you have asked your brothers to pay you back somehow for the pain that 

you suffered? Or would you be able to forgive as Joseph was?  

 

It’s important to ask we these questions because Joseph story is still happening today, families are torn 

apart because of anger or jealousy, people today are still being falsely accused or hurt by the actions of 

those whom they love. Even you yourself might be feeling wounded by the words or actions of your 

brother or sister, and each and everyone of us is given the opportunity to chose how we will react to this 

pain, to this betrayal.  We are given the power to forgive and set both ourselves and the one who 

offended us free, or we can chose to hold on to our anger and seek out vengeance, knowing that it will 

not only be the one who wounded us suffering, as thoughts of vengeance tend to choke out anything 

new from growing in our lives and in our hearts. 

 

In this mornings reading were shown that forgiveness can bring about healing for a family, as instead of 

throwing his brothers into jail for their crimes, Joseph instead chose to forgive them, and a great nation 

of people is born. A new community is created and form this line comes wonderful prophets and 

leaders, teachers and even Mary and Joseph themselves all because Joseph was willing to forgive his 

brothers. So I invite you to ponder upon this message and think for yourself when you have felt the 

freedom of being forgiven. And when you have dared to forgive someone else, what changed in your life 

once you were able to let go? And then ask yourself if there is anyone today that God is asking you to 

forgive, or someone who you need to ask forgiveness for. As this is a wonderful lifegiving gift that our 



Great Creator has given to us, so that we can move forward past the pain and into the new life that he 

has planned for all that He loves and calls to be his own. 

Thanks be to God. amen 

 

Psalm 103: 1-13 

A devotion by Rev. Lisa 

 

This mornings were greeted by another prayer written by the Palmist of old, one that invites us to 

celebrate and bless the Lord for his goodness and faithfulness, and so this morning I would like to invite 

you to read this psalm as if it was your prayer to the Lord. Take a moment and either write down your 

answer or say them out loud as you thank the Lord for the blessings that fill your life. 

 

Praise the Lord, with all that is with in me. How do you praise the Lord? Is it something that you only do 

verbally, can you praise the Lord with movement? What dose praising the Lord sound like to you? What 

does it smell like? Does it have a taste? These may sound like strange questions to ask, for we in the 

church tend to think that worship is something that only happens from the neck down, but what if we 

allowed our worship to become more? What do you think that it would look like? What would you like 

to change to make worship become something that we do with our whole body? 

 

The psalmist invites us to not forget God’s blessings, so make a list of some of the many blessings that 

God has given you? What is on your top ten list of blessings? What blessings surprise you? What 

blessings might you be overlooking? And how can you work on training yourself to remember how much 

our God has blessed us? This is a question that we in the church have been asking ourselves for 

generation, how to remember how to count our blessings. 

 

How did it feel to know that God forgave your mistakes? What words would you use to describe the 

feeling you feel when you know that God still loves you even when you make mistakes? Has God healed 

you from any diseases or have you seen God bring about healing in someone you know and love? How 

did it make you feel? How do you describe this feeling to someone else about the impact that knowing 

God has had on your life? 

 

What does it mean to you to know that God has compassion on his people? That knowing that we will 

still make mistakes that God still loves us, forgives us and is gracious to us? Dose knowing this truth 

change the way you see the world. And if so how? 

 

Romans 14:1-12 

A devotion by Rev. Lisa 

 

In this morning reading were given a glimpse of what life was like for the early church, as Paul is writing 

to a church that is seeking to follow the teaching of the Lord, and yet still struggles to become one a 

church family. In a way Paul could be writing to any countless numbers of church today, as because the 

church is made up of many different type of people with different types of gifts conflict can soon be 

found. So we today as the church are called to listen to his words and allow the Holy Spirit to inspire our 

life and ministry so that we may work together in the Lord’s vineyard. 



One of the biggest argument that was dividing the church in Roman’s along the line of what can one do 

and not do if you become a follower of Christ, and so we see Paul take apart each argument and lay out 

his own understanding of Jesus teaching, as Christ only had three years to share his ministry with the 

world and so not all topic were covered. Just as today we don’t know what Jesus would say about 

something like face book but we do know that Jesus encouraged people to use all that they had for the 

ministry of the gospel, so we today are called to do what Paul once did and use the scriptures to help us 

understand what Jesus would say about different situations that we find ourselves in.  

 

Take for example what Paul has to say about being a vegetarian, in our modern time some people chose 

not to eat meat or meat by-products for serval reason. One might be because of the impact it has on the 

environment; another might be because they do not want to see an animal harmed. These are both 

good idea and neither should have an impact on our faith, or on our relationship with one another in the 

church. For Jesus told us that it is not what we put into our body that defines us but rather what comes 

out our hearts, that will define that. This is why in this morning reading that Paul tells people that they 

do not need to not eat meat, in order to become a follower of Christ. Although in Paul’s time the reason 

why people had an issue with people eating meat was because most of the meat had first been 

sacrificed at a roman temple and then sold on the market. But even with this understanding Paul was 

able to remind those to whom he is writing to that it does not matter if you eat meat or not, as it will 

not have a lasting impact on your relationship with the Lord. However, if you start to judge yourself as 

being better then someone who eats meat, that will have an impact on your relationship with the Lord 

and his people. So we should not be quick to judge one another or else we might be the one found 

lacking.  

 

With this in mind I would like to invite you to ponder some of the conflict that you have seen happen in 

the church in the past, looking back do you still think that it was a big deal that which caused friction in 

the body of Christ? Sometimes the answer might be yes it still is a big deal, but other times we are called 

to look deeply to what is bothering us and ask ourselves and the Lord is this worth getting into conflict 

with my brother or sister in Christ? Does what someone else is doing effect my relationship with the 

Lord? Or what I get out of the worship services? If the answer is no then it might be the Holy Spirit, 

challenging you to let go of your own sense of judgment and instead allow God to be the judge. For he is 

the one that every knee shall bow to and every tongue confess. 

 

Thank be to God amen,  


