
   

 

September 2021 

 

Message from Reverend Lisa 

How strange it is to think that September has once again come upon us. I know that many of you, like 

myself, are feeling a little bit disheartened that we’re still facing the challenges of COVID-19. I, like many of 

you, long to be able to go back to the church life as it once was, with our choir leading us with their 

musical ministry, and the pews filled with old and new friends, faces that we’re able to see without a 

mask. It’s challenging and frustrating to deal with the limitations of how we worship, but I want to remind 

you not to give up hope. Think for a moment about how far we’ve already come from this time last year. 

The majority of our members who are eligible have already received both doses of the COVID-19 

vaccination, and if you have not yet received yours, I pray that you will consider getting it, as it is the best 

chance that we have for life getting back to normal. We’re now able to have up to fifty percent capacity 

and we can now have a soloist sing live during our worship service. 

  

I know that to many of you these seem like small steps, but they are steps in the right direction that will 

keep us moving towards the goal of getting things back to normal, which is something we’re all praying for. 

And we need your help to keep moving forward, by making sure you sign into the church whenever you 

are in the building or by letting us know if you have any suggestions on how to make our worship have 

even more of an impact for both people who come to worship in person and those who worship from 

home. We have been called together to be the body of Christ, and a body is not able to function without 

all of its parts. So we need your help to make sure that ministry and the mission of Paulin Memorial will 

keep on going strong, and have a lasting impact on our community. 

  

There are many ways in which you’re able to help support the ministry and mission at Paulin. You can do 

this with your prayers, your financial support, by supporting our mission and outreach projects, and this 

year you can help out by offering to serve on our New Beginning committee. This is the program that is 

run by our national church that was created to help churches grow their ministry and transition and adapt 

to big changes that have happened to the congregation and the community. I can think of no bigger 

change than what we are dealing with right now, as many churches are struggling with how to respond to 

life after Coved. So, I would like to invite you to take an active role in planning the next stage of Paulin’s 

life. You should shortly be hearing from your elder, they will be asking people to fill out a short census that 

is needed for the New Beginning program to start creating a plan for Paulin’s future. I pray that all of you 

will be willing to fill it out, but I am also asking for people to take on the duty of praying for the success of 

this program. People who want to become active leaders and those interested in seeking to implement the 

plan can help us by volunteering. If you would like to become part of this new adventure, please contact 

me either by email or phone, and together with the board and session we can work together to see what 

wonderful things God has planned for his 

Paulin family. 

  

Thanks be to God, Amen 

Reverend Lisa 

Prayer Requests 

If anyone has any prayer 

requests, please contact  

Rev. Lisa by phone or email. 



A Word or Two from your Board of Managers 

We are happy to share that our Office Administrator has returned to work at her pre-COVID work 

arrangement, so you will now find Lynn in the office every morning until 12PM. We remind everyone that 

as a safety precaution for COVID-19, the church is still locked and an appointment should be made to see 

Rev Lisa or Lynn.  
 

With Lynn’s dedicated focus on contacting the previous community groups that utilized our building, we 

are set up for the return of some groups in September. That also means we can look forward to their rent 

supplementing our revenue starting in September! While we move into our last quarter of the year with a 

small cushion, we struggle to meet monthly expenses. At August 31, our year to date Income versus 

Expenses is $1623. Again, the continued support of the Federal Government with the wage subsidy has 

allowed us to meet our monthly obligations. We thank everyone who has helped support Paulin in 

keeping the lights on and salaries paid!   

  

Message from the Worship Committee 

The worship committee is considering a return to the 11:00 time for Worship Service beginning on 

October 10th, more information to follow. It’s too early to make a decision about resuming the earlier 

service. Communion will also be held on October 10th, using the same safe procedures as before. We are 

now able to increase our attendance to accommodate up to 80 people. It will still be necessary to pre-

register and sign in, but as well as using the Eventbrite link on the church website and Facebook, you can 

also phone Rev. Lisa or contact Carla Johnson-Hicks (carlajohnsonhicks@gmail.com or 519-890-8820) to 

indicate if you expect to attend on a regular basis. If you have questions about our current COVID safety 

measures, please contact your elder. We were sorry when Alde Calongcagong resigned as organist and 

choir director due to other work commitments.  He will be returning as guest organist on October 17 and 

will then be honoured for his fine past service to our music ministry. At present we will be having guest 

musicians and soloists from the community and within the church. We are blessed with a lot of musical 

talent. Anyone interested in singing as a soloist is asked to contact Ann Torrie. The Worship Committee is 

always ready to welcome more members, so if anyone is interested in joining us please contact Norm 

Diffey.  Finally the Presbyterian Church has designated October as Clergy Appreciation Month.  It’s always 

good to recognize the work of our ministers and their assistants, a lot of which goes on behind the scenes!  

Submitted by Norm Diffey 

COVID-19 Pandemic Safety Measures 
Volunteers from the Session and Board of Managers, together with Rev. Lisa Aide, have  

been busy keeping abreast of the changing guidelines from our local health unit and the  

province of Ontario.  We continue to follow the guidelines that include: screening at the  

entrance to the church, wearing of masks, frequent hand hygiene, increased ventilation,  

and maintaining physical distancing during church activities.  As of August 23rd, 2021, we require full 

vaccination for the following: all women who will attend the Women’s Retreat at Camp Kintail; 

anyone doing visitation on behalf of Paulin (i.e., pastoral care); and, worship service participants who 

remove their masks during performance (i.e., soloists).  As of September 22, 2021, except for Sunday 

Worship Service, the Ontario government is requiring proof of vaccination for all those aged 12 and 

over in order to attend meetings and events at our church.  Please check the website for updates.  

Submitted by A. McLachlan, Clerk of Session 
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Card Ministry 

Just a reminder that Paulin’s Card Ministry is still going strong. If 

you know someone who could use a card to let them know we are 

thinking about them and with them in spirit, please let Rev. Lisa 

know by email or phone.   



September 30th – Orange Shirt Day/National Day for Truth and Reconciliation 

In 2021, the devastating news of hundreds of unmarked graves and the remains of children on or around 
the grounds of former residential schools, have triggered pain and loss that is not isolated to Kamloops 
and Marieval Indian Residential School Survivors, but is shared by all who lost family, friends or 
community members to Indian Residential Schools. So many Indigenous children never came home from 
the schools where they were forcibly taken, and the weight of the trauma that loss has wreaked in 
Indigenous communities, in which The Presbyterian Church in Canada shared a large role, is still causing 
intense harm today. Orange Shirt Day, is a day for communities to come together in the spirit of 
reconciliation in recognition of the harm the residential school system did to indigenous children, to hear 

stories of residential schools survivors and to imagine a better 
future. Orange Shirt Day grew out of Phyllis Webstad’s memory of 
her first day of school at the St. Joseph Mission Residential School in 
British Columbia. When six-year-old Phyllis excitedly arrived 
wearing a shiny orange shirt from her grandmother, the teachers 
took it away. Says Phyllis, “The color orange has always reminded 
me of that and how my feelings didn’t matter, how no one cared 
and how I felt like I was worth nothing. All of us little children were 
crying and no one cared.”   

A Prayer for Orange Shirt Day:  God of love, we open our ears, hearts and minds to the stories of 
residential school survivors. We give thanks for the courage of survivors to tell hard truths. Help us to 
learn from our past as we commit to walking in new ways towards reconciliation.  Amen 

Strategic Planning 
Paulin Memorial Presbyterian Church has received a $4,500.00 grant to participate in the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada (PCC) New Beginnings Program.   This strategic planning process will occur over 12 
months.  The session and board of managers is looking forward to the input and participation from the 
members of the congregation in this process.  Mavis Curie, from Knox St. Thomas Presbyterian Church, 
will be facilitating the first part of this process which involves gathering data about our congregation, our 
building and our community, based on pre-pandemic activities.   Over the next 6 weeks, Rev. Lisa Aide is 
co-ordinating the collection of financial data, information about our services, groups, and rentals for 2019 
as well as demographic information about our active members and adherents. Your elder will be 
contacting you to confirm this demographic information.   Mavis Curie will do a site visit on October 19th 
or 26th.   She will meet with the minister, board of managers representative, treasurer, & clerk of session 
as well as tour the building, property, and community.  There will be an open forum meeting with church 
members that evening in-person and/or via Zoom.  Stay tuned and please come out to share your ideas 
for our future goals and direction.   Submitted by A. McLachlan, Clerk of Session 

 

Mission and Outreach 
Mission and Outreach would like to thank those who contributed to our previous mission project.  We 
received 2 van loads of food and personal items for the Salvation Army Food Bank. Our mission project for 
August and September will be the St. Clair College Student Food Bank.  Please note that donations of 
canned vegetables, snacks (i.e. fruit and pudding cups, granola & protein bars and crackers with cheese or 
peanut butter) are what is in greatest need for the students.  Donations can be dropped off at the church 
on Sundays in the designated bin or you can contact Louise Dupuis (519-253-3444) or Sheila Bowyer (519-
979-3321). We still have until the end of September to support this outreach project. 
Thank-You, Mission and Outreach Committee 


