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Message from Reverend Lisa 

See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one calling out in 

the wilderness. “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his path straight.” The words from the gospel of Mark 

linger in my head this morning, as we have now officially entered into the season of Christmas 

preparations. The stores are now filled with lights and inflatables, sales are on for butter and sugar as we 

are told that now is the time to prepare for the feast and the presents to go under the tree. The world 

around us is getting ready for Christmas and we in the church are called to do the same, as the time is 

coming fast when we shall find the baby wrapped in cloth and lying in a manger. But our preparation is a 

little bit different than what is going on in the stores right now, for today 

the Holy Spirit is not calling upon us to light up the neighbourhood with 

lights and sounds, but instead to prepare our hearts, to prepare our 

whole being, to welcome Jesus into our world once more.  The Advent 

season is a season of preparation, a season when we are called to reflect 

upon the good gift that God has already given to us, in the forms of 

hope, peace, joy and love, so that on Christmas day we are ready to 

accept God’s greatest gift, his only Son Jesus Christ.  

 

And so I would like to challenge everyone this Advent season to take the time to prepare yourself for 

what is about to come, set aside time to study and seek to understand how our world has been changed 

because God came and lived among us. Challenge yourself to become a symbol of our Advent blessings, 

by offering hope to those who are in need, by supporting a local mission project, offer peace to those 

who feel afraid by praying for those who are facing oppression or heath issues. Take the time to share 

joy, by visiting a friend or a loved one, and allow yourself to love one another, as we know that Jesus first 

loves us. These are all ways in which we can follow the gospel’s advice and help prepare the way for the 

Lord, by sharing what we have been given, so that during this Advent and Christmas season there will be 

more love, hope, peace and joy found in the world today, all because Christ came to live among us.  

 

Thanks be to God, Amen.  Reverend Lisa 

New Beginnings 

In our last newsletter, Reverend Lisa explained a bit about the New Beginnings Program. This is the 

program that is run by our national church that was created to help churches grow their ministry and 

transition and adapt to big changes that have happened to the congregation and the community. A 

representative from New Beginnings will be at Paulin at 7:00 on Thursday, December 2nd. There will be 

an open house to answer questions about the program and to hear about and celebrate Paulin’s 

achievements. All are invited. 

New Members 
New members will be welcomed by profession of faith at the Sunday services on November 14th and 
December 19th.  Reverend Lisa will be contacting the new members to confirm which date works best for 
them. If you have not already talked to her about joining the church, please give her a call as we would 
love to welcome you into the Paulin Memorial family 



A Word or Two from your Board of Managers 

Our Property Committee has been very busy since our last newsletter. If you have been to the church in 
the evening, we are certain that you have appreciated the bright lights guiding you to your car!  A major 
repair has been done to our boiler, and we will enjoy more even heating in our sanctuary this winter. A 
problem area has been identified, and a temporary fix is in place that has kept our basement dry during 
recent heavy rains. The dirt and grime have been washed away from our sanctuary windows. Great work 
and much thanks to all who contributed their time to looking after our building so well!  
 

Our church has been active with the return of some of the community groups using our facility. On 
certain days you can hear the sound of children’s voices once again! This also brings us the return of 
some rental income. And on that note of income, an update to our financials.  Our last wage subsidy will 
be received in November, covering wages up to Oct 23. This has been a mixed blessing to receive. To 
qualify for this subsidy our income had to be reduced significantly from that of 2019. Unfortunately, we 
met this criteria each and every month, but it has definitely assisted us with keeping up with expenses. 
This month we received a donation from a congregation member in the form of a stock transfer. This 
type of donation does have significant tax savings to the donor including a savings on the potential 
capital gains of the investment being transferred. PCIC will assist you in making this a very easy process 
as an alternative way to donate. And, on a final note, our year-to-date surplus as at October 31 has 
reduced to $804. Thank you to all who have supported Paulin during the year! 
 

 
 

 
 

  

COVID-19 Pandemic Safety Measures 
 Proof of Vaccination  - After much careful prayer and deliberation over several  
months, the session of Paulin has decided to require proof of full vaccination (or  
medical exemption) for all those aged 12 & over to attend worship services as of  
November 14, 2021.  This decision means that there will no longer be a capacity limit to worship 
services and that households no longer need to physically distance from each other.  People need to 
continue to wear masks in the building to reduce the risk of transmission of COVID-19.  Worship 
leaders are allowed to remove their masks only for their portion of the service and must maintain 
physical distance during that time.  Please respect each other's comfort level about physical 
distancing and ask permission before sitting close to someone outside of your household.  This 
decision is consistent with proof of vaccination required for all church and non-church meetings and 
events. Submitted by A. McLachlan, Clerk of Session 

Church Coffee Hour 
Coffee hour after church can resume on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the 
month if we have sufficient volunteers to pour coffee/tea and pass out 
any sweets as well as set up tables for 4; make coffee ahead of time and 
clean up.  Masks must be worn except when people are seated and 
eating/drinking and physical distancing must be maintained.  Church social 
events are limited to a maximum of 25 people. 
 

Elder Retirements 
We would like to thank Sheila Bowyer and Connie Russell for their years of service as elders at 
Paulin Memorial Church, and the session wishes them well in their retirement. 
 



 
News from the Worship Committee 

We are gradually able to accommodate more people for in-person worship, and with that our services 

are gradually returning to “normal” as we look forward to the upcoming time of Advent and Christmas.  

During this time Sweet Strings will contribute their “gift to Paulin” as part of the service.  We are now 

trying to involve more choir members in leading the hymns, and David Carle will be the organist 

throughout the month of December. The annual Remembrance service was held on Nov 7 and retained 

our traditional features for the occasion: flags, bag-pipes, organ music and readings. Upcoming dates to 

note are: Nov 21 White Gift Sunday in support of Hiatus House, Nov 28 Communion to mark the 

beginning of Advent, Dec 12 Children’s pageant, Dec 24 Christmas Eve services at 7:00 and 9:00 pm, and 

Dec 26 regular Sunday service. We are thankful that God continues to guide us through the challenges of 

planning for in-person and virtual worship at this time.  Norm Diffey 

 

Condolences: Over the last few months we have lost several members of our Paulin Memorial family due 

to death. Our prayers continue to be with the families and friends of: Barbara Ann Root (June 8), Robert 

Turner (July 28), Betty Jean Lovegrove (September 25) and Gloria Snyder (October 17) 

 

   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

WE ARE EXCITED TO ANNOUNCE THAT 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES HAVE 

RESUMED. 

Infants up to age 3 (pre-school) will be 

able to use the supervised nursery, JK 

to grade 6 will be with Miss Audrey and 

grade 7 to grade 12 will be in class with 

Carla JH. Classes are every week with 

the exception of the older students. 

They will have classes on the 1st, 3rd and 

5th Sundays of the month. Children will 

start in church and go out for class after 

the children’s story. We hope to see all 

our children when you are comfortable 

returning to in-person worship. 

Mission and Outreach 

The Mission and Outreach Committee will be completing 
the following mini monthly missions for the remaining part 
of 2021: 

  

October – We collected gift cards for Matthew House for 
the residents and families. Thank-you to those who 
contributed. We received about 25 gift cards. 

  

November – Hiatus House (to be collected up until White 
Gift Sunday).  Monetary gifts and personal items/clothing.  If 
you are making a cash donation, please make cheques out 
to Hiatus House, not Paulin. A list of suggestions for items is 
available on their website.  
  

December – Mitten Tree (this year we will have a mitten box 
due to COVID restrictions), for gifts of mittens, gloves, hats 
and socks to be given to 2 elementary schools.   

https://hiatushouse.com/get-involved/#donate-3

