
Highlights of Paulin Session Meeting – November 2021  

New Beginnings Program – Mavis Curie, from Knox St. Thomas Presbyterian Church, is facilitating this  

Strategic Planning process. Ms. Curie will do a site visit on Thursday, December 2, 2021.   She will meet with  

the minister, board of managers representative, treasurer, & clerk of session.  She will tour the building and  

property and everyone from the congregation is invited to participate in an open forum meeting at 7:00 p.m.  See  

the website or contact your elder for a copy of the Appreciative Inquiry questions which can be submitted.  

 

Worship Committee:  Forthcoming services (subject to “current restrictions”):   

• Nov 28, Communion at the beginning of Advent 

• Dec 12, Children’s pageant 

• Dec 24, Christmas Eve services at 7:00 and 9:00 pm – A capacity limit and pre-registration is required. 

• Dec 26, regular Sunday worship 

Note:  Rev Lisa Aide will be on vacation from December 27 to January 9, 2022. 

Sweet Strings has recorded musical preludes to be played during the Advent/Christmas period as their “gift to 

Paulin.” David Carle will be the organist throughout this Advent period. The committee is beginning the first 

step towards the search for a permanent organist/choir director in the hope that the process may begin in January. 

Session approved application for a Presbytery grant to purchase of equipment to live-stream worship services.  

 

Mission & Outreach:  The committee is collecting hats, socks, and mittens for the “Mitten Box” for the month 

of December and they will be distributed to children in need at local schools.  The Christmas eve “loose 

offering” is designated 50% to Presbyterian World Service & Development and 50% to the General Operating 

Fund. 

Angels with Aprons:  The group will be distributing plates of cookies to seniors in the congregation during the 

week of  December 17, 2021. 

Pandemic Safety:  The Session at Paulin Memorial Presbyterian Church is encouraging our members and 

adherents to get vaccinated against COVID-19.  We continue to follow the public health measures set out in Step 

3 of the Ontario and local WECHU guidelines in terms of screening, masking, and maintaining physical 

distancing.  In addition, as of November 14, 2021, proof of vaccination (or written medical exemption) for all 

those aged 12 & over is required for all church groups and activities, rentals, and worship services.  To respect 

those individuals who continue to wish to have physical distancing, seating is restricted to every other pew.  As 

of December 10th all event space rentals are limited to 50% of the room capacity and physical distancing must be 

maintained.  Any rentals for social gatherings (i.e., where masks are removed for eating/drinking) are limited to 

10 people.   

Coffee Hour:  Since the November Session meeting, the WECHU has set out new limitations for  

social gatherings such as coffee hour. As of December 10, 2021, the maximum number is 10 people  

for indoor social gatherings. Coffee hour is once again on hold until the capacity limit returns to at least  

25 people.  The provincial government rules for church social activities are different than the rules for  

restaurants.    

 

Changes in Definition of Marriage within the Presbyterian Church in Canada:  At the 2021   

General Assembly, The Presbyterian Church in Canada (PCC) passed remits and adopted two parallel  

definitions of marriage.  The PCC recognizes that faithful, Holy Spirit filled, Christ centered, God  

honouring people can understand marriage as a covenant relationship between a man and a woman or  

as a covenant relationship between two adult persons. That congregations, sessions, ruling 

and teaching elders be granted liberty of conscience and action on marriage.  This change in theology 

means that our congregation can choose whether or not to allow same-sex marriages within our church.  

The Session of Paulin Memorial will make this decision after careful consultation with members by  

newsletter, individual contact with district members, education during service, and discussion at the  

AGM.      Respectfully submitted by Anne McLachlan, Clerk of Session 


