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Message from Reverend Lisa 

“Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord” Jeremiah 17:7. As we prepare to enter 

into the second month of the year, I find myself thinking more and more about this verse from the 

prophet Jeremiah, as right now we at Paulin feel as if were living on trust alone. This month we’re 

opening back up for in-person worship, with the prayer that we will not need to shut our doors once 

more during this pandemic. Right now, we’re making plans and budgets that will see us through 2022 

without fully knowing if we will be able to meet them or be able to do all that we’re inspired by the Spirit  

to do, because we don’t know what tomorrow might bring. But this doesn’t mean that we’re called to 

hide away from the world when we’re living in uncertain times, or hold back on our giving of time and 

talents until we are one hundred percent sure that what we plan is going to happen. If we did this then 

nothing would ever get done. For God has never promised us success in each and every action that we 

undertake, nor has he promised us that all we do will reap a great reward. Instead, what our God has 

promised us is that He is with us, and through us, as imperfect as we are, 

we can come together to change our world for the better.  

We are called to live our life by faith and not sight, by trust and not 

certainty, for God does his great works when people just like you and I 

are able to place our trust in him, because in turn we become both 

blessed and a blessing to the world around us. The future that we walk 

into is uncertain. I don’t know if there will be more lockdowns or more 

waves of COVID-19 to hit our city and our nation, but I do know that no 

matter what, God will be with us, empowering us to bear witness to the 

good news of the gospel, by the way we act in our world, as we choose 

to trust in faith and not fear, in love rather than hatred, and as we seek 

to serve one another in the name of the one who first served us. So as 

we ready ourselves for what is yet to come, take a moment to proclaim to yourself and to the world 

around you that today, you will trust in the Lord, so that you will be ready to serve and work for the 

coming of his holy kingdom. Thanks be to God, Amen.  Reverend Lisa 

Congregational Life 

Angels in Aprons prepared and delivered 58 plates of Christmas treats 
to our senior members and shut-ins. Thanks to all who contributed in 
any way. A letter from recipients:  
 

 Dear Angels in Aprons, 
Thank you so much for the lovely card and plateful of cookies, so 
beautifully wrapped. We shared them with our daughter, son and 
grandson Christmas Day. It was such a thoughtful and kind gesture. 
Yours in friendship, Jim & Bea Ross  

 

Coffee Hour can resume on February 27th, if we have volunteers to make and serve the  
coffee. We will begin with twice a month with a 25 person maximum. 



 

A Word or Two from your Board of Managers 

It appears that we will continue into 2022 adjusting our church life to correspond with COVID-19 

changes. We started 2022 by going back into a shutdown phase due to the newest very contagious 

variant. Sadly, we had to notify our community groups that we needed to close the church once again to 

meetings and gatherings in order to comply with the Provincial Government rules. As it was expected to 

be a short closure and we have very good safety measures in place, we did not issue any layoffs and Rev 

Lisa was able to continue to work from the church.  January 2022 started with new work arrangements in 

place for our Custodian and Office Administrator positions. Unfortunately, Lynn Beneteau decided not to 

continue in her position as office administrator and gave notice that she would not be returning in 

January. The Personnel Committee will be looking to refill the position in the next few months. Once 

again, we are grateful to have volunteers stepping up to carry on in the absence of an office 

administrator! On a brighter note, we have not had any recent flooding and we expect to have our new 

lower-level windows installed later this month! We should have fresh air downstairs this spring!  

Bereavement 

Since our last newsletter, 

we have had to say good-bye 

to two of our members.  

Please keep their families in  

your prayers. 

Happy Anniversary Paulin! 

For years, Paulin Memorial Presbyterian Church has 

celebrated its anniversary in February.  Paulin’s 

humble beginning began by holding Sunday School 

and worship services in Central Public School.  Three 

years later, the church hall was completed and 

dedicated. 
 

In 1963 a beautiful new sanctuary was built with 
huge, clear glass windows to bring God’s wonderful 
creation inside.  Then a huge construction programme 
began in the late 90’s, expanding the parlour, adding 
a fully-equipped new kitchen and extra eating area off 
the upper hall and a great new library and nursery off 
the lower hall.  An elevator was installed and an 
accessible washroom was added on the main floor.  
 

The final change happened in the sanctuary.  The 
organ was moved from the pit in the back to a visible 
position in the front of the sanctuary and basically 
rebuilt with many new features and pipes, and the 
choir now faces outward allowing the congregation to 
hear their lovely voices better.  What will be next for 
Paulin? 

Shirley Douglas 

December 3, 2021 

Candy Keller 

January 10, 2022 



Worship Committee 

Coming together for worship has continued to be a challenge, but we were blessed to be able to 

celebrate the four Sundays of Advent.  We then made the decision to close over the Christmas period 

when members of the worship team had to self-isolate (though thankfully remained COVID-free).  We’ve 

since continued with the virtual services, again with the music component.   
 

As of February 6, we were able to return to in-person worship 

with some restrictions as before.  The virtual services will 

continue for the foreseeable future and the service is now also 

available on Zoom at 1:00 pm. We will soon begin a search for 

a regular organist and choir director.   
 

We are grateful to our wonderful musicians and soloists for 

leading our music ministry in the interim. Our best wishes to 

our supply organist David Carle as he begins his new position at All Saints.  Special thanks to Jonathon 

Calder for all his technical work in putting together the virtual recordings for YouTube. We continue to 

feel blessed in our endeavours to serve the people of Paulin as full participants in our weekly worship.   

NORM DIFFEY, Chair of the Worship Committee.   
 

Watching Paulin Worship Services on TV??? 

Many have asked, “Why can we not watch our services live on TV as other church congregations do?”. 

This was brought forward to the Board and it was determined that our building could accommodate Live 

Streaming. Session approved Live Streaming as an addition to our 

Sunday Worship services and they have applied for a grant available 

through Presbytery. If this grant is approved, it will cover part of the 

cost. We are still awaiting approval but are hopeful!   

In addition to the building requirements and financial cost of live 

streaming, volunteers are needed to operate the equipment each 

week.  Without the support of a small team of individuals willing to 

commit to sharing the responsibility of operating the equipment, live streaming will not happen. A few 

hours of training will be provided by the company supplying the equipment. No experience required! No 

monthly meetings! Just a desire to share your time on Sunday morning so those who are unable to 

attend in person can still feel that they are a part of the Paulin family as we worship together.  Please 

consider this plea for help and contact Rev. Lisa if you can help.  

Financial Update 

The Finance Committee has been busy reviewing our finances for 2021 and preparing a new operating 

budget for 2022.  An audit was completed of our 2020 books by a small team of volunteers and we are 

hoping to convince them to take this on again in 2022. Watch for our updates in the 2021 Annual Report 

that will be out soon.  We want to say a big Thank You on behalf of your Board and Session for your 

donations throughout 2021. While donations allow Paulin to pay its bills, it also allows us to keep our 

Church building open to support community groups with a very low cost or no cost meeting place! Our 

donations for January are well below last year’s average. We pray that the cause for this was our shut- 

down and that we will make that up over the next few months.  



Update from our National Church 

Over the past several years our National Church has been studying and praying about a new way to talk 

and support members of the LGBTQ community and whether or not we as a denomination will be willing 

to bless a same-sex marriage. This has been an issue that has been close to the heart for many members 

of our church on both sides of the discussion, so our church set up a committee to be able to hear from 

those who have felt isolated because of their sexuality as well as those who believe that we should hold 

fast to the traditional view that marriage can only exist between a man and a woman. The findings from 

both committees have been brought before several General Assemblies for discussion and debate, prayer 

and discernment. A solution has been created that will allow both sides of the debate to be able to 

continue and sit in fellowship with one another. 

The decision that came down from the General Assembly is that the Presbyterian Church of Canada now 

has two understandings of what marriage is within its bounds. This means that Churches and ministers 

who hold fast to the traditional view of marriage are able to choose not to participate in blessing those 

who are in a same-sex relationship, and those who choose to be more open in their understanding of 

marriage are able to bless and welcome those to be married in their church, even if they identify with the 

LGBTQ community. This means that each church session, with conversations with their congregation, will 

be asked to decide what vison of marriage they would like their church to hold on to. We at Paulin have 

not yet made a decision due to COVID-19 as we have not been able to meet with a large percentage of 

the congregation, to hear what you have to say about this General Assembly decision, and we will not 

make a decision until we have an opportunity to hear from our members, as Paulin is your church. 

In the upcoming months we will be having discussions about this issue, to make sure that we are able to 

answer any and all questions that you might have in regards to this upcoming decision, and we would ask 

that if you have any questions please feel free to ask, as your option matters. But until it comes time for 

us as church to make a decision I ask that you would prayerfully lift up to God our national church, as we 

seek to find new ways to serve those whom God has called us to love, because we know that this will be 

a hard decision for any church to make during these challenging times that we are currently living in. 

If you want any more information about the process that lead our national church to make this policy or 

any other policies that come out from General Assembly, you can find it at the Presbyterian church in 

Canada webpage at https://presbyterian.ca/. 

 

 

 

 

Paulin Memorial Presbyterian Mission Statement 

“The purpose of Paulin Memorial is:  To fill the need for Christian 

teaching, Christian worship, and Christian fellowship, and to glorify 

Jesus Christ and together go forth led by the Hold Spirit to serve as 

living examples of God’s love.” 

 
CORRECTION: If you purchased the Paulin Cookbook please 
correct the following recipe: 
Yum Yum Bars on Pg. 83 
It should read under Base — 1/4 cup Melted Butter. Sorry for this 
confusion. 

https://presbyterian.ca/

